SURVEY & OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE 
TEXT:  JOHN 17:3  Eternal Life is Knowing God



Ref. 1 John 2:3-6 Knowing God is Keeping His word

God's Word is the Bible
1.  Amazing Wonderful Book - Not Another One Like it


a.  It deep and Always can learn something Precious from it


b.  There are parts that are Easy to understand and some that aren't 
2.  The Purpose of this Lesson is to Familiarize you with the Bible so you have a better idea of how to Read & Study it

a.  What it is about 

b.  How its organized & Some of the main ideas 
I. What The Bible is About
A.  Primarily a Book about Who God is & He Expects 
Also generally described as Book of Law, History and Wisdom 

1.  The Entire Book is Important BUT only parts of it People Expected to Follow

2.  Important to Understand How it Fits together 


a.  So We Know What Pleases Him



1.  1ST God Wants us to understand that He wants a Close Relationship w Him like suggested in John 17:20-23



a.  Like an obedient little child is to a Wonderful & Powerful Father





b.  Unfortunately, sometimes we Sin....its so terrible that Christ needed to Die for us - Romans 5:6





  so that we could have a relationship with Him

IF DON'T KNOW THINGS LIKE THIS - ONE MAY NOT APPLY HIS WORD PROPERLY

II. How Organized & Some of the Main Ideas
66 Books of the Bible -Sorted into- 2 Categories (Old & New)
A.  OT 39 Books (2/3 of the Bible)
1.  Sorted 1st by Type and then Roughly in Chronological Order
2.  1st 5 Books of Law & History
3.  12 History

4.  5 Poetry & Wisdom

5.  17 Books of Prophecy (5 Major & 12 Minor Prophets)
B.  NT 27 NT Books (1/3 of the Bible) Christians Writing to Christians

1.  4 Books about Jesus [history]

2.  History - 1 Book

3.  Letters to Churches of Christ or Christians - 21 Books

4.  1 Book of Prophecy
OT - 39 Books:

1st 5 Books of Law & History
A.  THE BEGINNING

1.  Genesis (1st Book of Bible) - Book of History - Beginning of Time - covers about 2500 years of time
a.  Genesis 1  Creation of Man and all Life on Earth  


b.  1st  SIN & Consequences of it- Genesis 3

c.  GOD'S COVENANT w ABRAHAM - Genesis 12:1-3 Major Implications in OT & NT- Spoken throughout Bible

1.  Make Him a great nation & name- Genesis 12:2

2.  Land Promise - Genesis 15:18 (Canaan - Israel)
    ***
3.  Genesis 12:3 In Him All families of earth shall be blessed (thru a descendant of Abraham) 



Galatians 3:6-29 (Applies this to Christ & his Sacrifice)


d.  ISRAEL (Jacob has 12 sons) - Genesis 35:22-26  (The 12 sons of Israel are a big part of the Old Testament)



1.  Becomes the 12 tribes of Israel



2.  Joseph  -  1 of 12 sons sold into slavery by brothers, ends up in Egypt - Genesis 45:4


3.  Eventually all 12 brothers & Israel (Jacob) end up in Egypt - Genesis 46:1-4, 47:1
2.  Exodus - HISTORY & LAW
1.  Israel leaves Egypt - Exodus 12:40-41
2.  God's sets up a Covenant with Israel-Law of Moses -Exodus 19-24
3.  Leviticus - Instructions to the Levites on Keeping Law of Moses - Spiritual & Civil

1.  Levites were the ones who were responsible for Worshipping God Continuously
4.  Numbers - Preparing the Jews to inherit the Promised Land (Canaan - Israel)

1.  Organizing them
5.  Deuteronomy - Re-giving of Law of Moses and Moses Preparing Jews to inherit Promised Land

12 Books of History
A.  Joshua to Esther

1.  History of Jews inheriting the Promised Land, Going into Captivity & Returning to Promise Land


A.  Becoming more like other nations with Periods of Faithfulness to unfaithfulness



1.  Went from having God as king - to having Judges - to have an earthly King



2.  After rec'd inheritance - Division of the Israeli Kingdom into two Kingdoms a Northern & Southern 
5 Books of Wisdom & Poetry - Emphasizes the Greatness of God
A.  Job - Book about the Suffering of Job and his Faithfulness to God despite his Suffering
B.  Psalms - Book of Praising God with prayers and songs
C.  Proverbs - General Truths on How to Live-Not Absolutes -ex. "Train up a Child in the way he should go" vs. 22:6
D.  Ecclesiastes - Everything under the Sun discussed 

1.  Ecclesiastes 12:13 Conclusion Purpose of Life - Fear God & Obey Commandments
E.  Song of Solomon - Story of the Woman Solomon Loved
5 Major & 12 Minor Prophets - Isaiah to Malachi
A.  Tells Us What God Expects - Isaiah 55:6-7

1.  Have Faith & Trust in God - Hebrews 11:6
B.  Repentance - Ezekiel 14:6; Isaiah 1:16-17

1.  Changing Ones Mind


2.  Submission to God

C.  Condemnation/Destroyed

1.  So that We Will KNOW HIM - Ezekiel 5:12-13; 6:7
D.  Predictions


1.  The Messiah - Hope of the Messiah - Savior of the World
E.  God's Plan of Salvation 


1.  The CHRIST'S KINGDOM - The Church - Never be destroyed - Daniel 2:44, Matthew 16:18; Matthew 4:17

2.  Sacrifice of Christ for our Sins


a.  Isaiah 53:7  Christ's Sacrifice as a Lamb to the slaughter

3.  Change in the Covenant from Law of Moses to Law of Christ - Jeremiah 31:31-34 & Hebrews 8:7-13
NT - 27 Books:
I. The Gospels - 1st 4 Books of NT - ABOUT CHRIST - Matthew to John

A. Coming of Christ (Messiah) Fulfilled

B.  Setting up His Kingdom


C.  Sacrifice Christ for our Sins - BECAUSE OF THIS EXPECTS US TO OBEY HIM

D.  Put God 1st - Matthew 6:33
Acts of the Apostles - Bull's-eye of the Bible

A.  Gospel Plan of Salvation is Fulfilled


B.  Christ's Kingdom is Set up

The Epistles (Letters) to the Churches of Christ or Christians - 21 - Romans to Jude

A.  How to live


1.  Die to Old Man & Put on New Man - Colossians 3:9-10 


2.  Live for Christ - Galatians 2:20; Deuteronomy 6:1-9; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5

B.  How to Worship

C.  What the Work of the Church is

****2.  Reconciling Man to God - 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (Making Man Right with God)
Prophecy/Letter - Revelation - 1

A.  Letter to the 7 Churches in Asia


1.  Its About the Judgment of the Jews and Romans during the 1st Century



2.  Christ Coming Back Again AND the Final Judgment of ALL Mankind at the end of time

III. TYPE OF INFORMATION IN THE 66 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE



OT - 39 Books:

A.  1st 5 Books - LAW & History


1.  Law - Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5


2.  Scientific Information - Genesis 1

3.  Poetry/Psalm - Exodus 15:1-18

4.  Predictions - Deuteronomy 17:14-17: Deuteronomy 18:15-18
B.  Next 12 Books - History


1.  Predictions - 2 Samuel 7:12-13 - Acts 2

2.  Prophecy fulfilled - 1 Samuel 8:1-9

3.  Poetry/Psalm - 2 Samuel 1:18-27

4.  Law - Obey - Joshua 1:7-9

5.  Instruction - Build Wall- Nehemiah 2:18
C.  Next 5 Books - Wisdom & Poetry


1.  Scientific Information - Job 26:7; 38:16

2.  History - Psalms 104-106

3.  General Truths - Proverbs 9:6; 10:4

4.  Prayers - Psalm 4; 6

5.  Mistaken understandings - Job's Friends - Job 4:7; 42:7

6.  Whole Range of Emotions - Figurative Language in Psalms
D.  Next 5 +12 = 17 Books - The Prophets


1. History - Isaiah 36-37 Assyria

2. Scientific Information - Jeremiah 33:22; Isaiah 40:26

3. Predictions - Calls to Repent - Ezekiel 14:6; Messiah - Daniel 9:25-26; The Kingdom - Daniel 2:44

4.  Instructions - Jonah 1:1-2


NT - 27 Books:

A.  1st 4 Books


1.  History - Jesus Birth, Live & Death

2.  Law 


a.  NT - Contrast Between OT & NT Law Matthew 5:27-28; 5:31-32



b.  OT - Records Jews Kept the Passover - John 2:13 &23 

3.  Misunderstandings - John 9:1-3

4.  Fulfillment of Prophecy - birth of the Christ - Luke 2:11 of Isaiah 9:6

5.  Calls to Repent - Matthew 4:17

6.  Literal & Figurative Language - Matthew 10:6-7
B.  5th Book - History


1.  Law - Acts 20:7


2.  Call to Repent - Acts 2:38

3.  Predictions - Acts 11 Famine


4.  Fulfillment of Prophecy - Acts 2:14-16 from Joel 2:28
C. Next 21 Books - Letters to Christians


1.  Law - things I write to you are commandments - 1 Corinthians 14:37

2.  Call Repent - 2 Peter 3:9

3.  Instruction - 2 Timothy 3:16-17
D.  Last Book


1.  Call to Repent - Revelation 2:4-5

2.  Instruction - Revelation 2:10

3.  Predictions - Revelation 1:3
Conclusion:
a.  Realize the Bible has revealed everything we Need to be right with God & do his will - 2 Peter 1:3 
  



b.  Therefore, it is important to Become ONE with GOD - John 17:21
