FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD 

(KEYS TO MAINTAINING)
TEXT:  1 JOHN 2:3; 5:13 (Eternal Life)
INTRO:  

1.  Mostly Going to Cover Book of 1 JOHN & Quoting from NKJV
2.  Attributed to Apostle John

3.  Context is important

4.  Writing to Christians – 1 John 2:7 & 2:12
5.  Context is Christians Maintaining Their FELLOWSHIP w God

I. FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

A.  WE NEED TO WALK LIKE JESUS DID - 1 John 1:5-7 


1.  Love As Christ Loved Us -  4:9-10 (Did what was necessary)

B.  Christians Need to Confess their Sins – 1 John 1:8-10 


a.  Sometimes misunderstood by applying to Non-Christians – 1 John 1:9
II.  FELLOWSHIP CONDITIONS 

(LETTER WRITTEN SO CHRISTIANS DON’T SIN) – 1 John 2:1-2

A. Keep His Commandments - 1 John 2:3-6 (3:22-24 & 5:2-3)


1.
IF Don’t We are Liars – 2:4


2.  IF keep His Word (Jesus) THEN in Him – 2:6




   a.  Need to LOVE Our Christian Brother –3:16-17, (4:12, 20-21)



   b.  Willing to Lay Down Our Life for Their Brethren – 3:16 



   c.  Provide for Needs of Brethren - 3:17


3.
Put God 1st – 2:15-17; MATT 6:33



   a.  Need to Put God Above World (Eternal or Spiritual vs. Temporary Things) -  2:16



4.  Confess Jesus as Lord - 2:23


5.  Practice Righteousness – 2:29, (3:10)


6.
 Purify Self – 3:3 (those who have the hope of Eternal Life)


7.  Stop Sinning – 3:9 (5:18)
III.  HOW TO MAINTAIN FELLOWSHIP
 
A.
Need to Be Believing THE TRUTH – by Test the SPIRITS – 4:1 & 4:6



1.  Why?  False Prophets/Teachers 2:26 & 3:7 (those try to deceive you)


2.
Will Know BY COMPARING TO WHAT APOSTLES TAUGHT (NT) 4:6



a.  Evidenced by those who Don’t Confess JESUS AS LORD (obey); Matt 7:21-23
KEY POINT:  Truth – Stressed this Letter to Christians w use of the terms:


Liar (6) & Deceive (3) - used 9 times

Application:  used more specially than normally think of 

– IF don’t Keep God’s Commandments 2:4
- If believe a Lie – deceiving self or believing someone else’s lie (2:26 & 3:7)



EX. Lying seems to be a Big Problem – Friends will lie to protect someone’s feelings 




or accomplish some goal…like politically…(not held Liable Laws that we are) 



GOD TEACHES:




1.  NEED TO BE CAREFUL WHAT BELIEVE, SAY& DO – 


John 8:31-32 – Truths sets us free (from sin)


Matt 12:36-7
- our idle words are to be judged…be either justified or condemned



Doing Stressed Purify Self 3:3 & Stop Sinning 3:9



Ephesians 4:17-25 – need to get rid of our Bad Characteristics and put good ones on

B. Deceive Self
- Ephesians 4:17-19; 1:8


1.
Examine Self to see if in the FAITH – 2 COR. 13:5

C.
 Test That By Not Violating Conscience – 3:20-21; ROMANS 14:23

IV. FELLOWSHIP’S VICTORY  

(OUR FAITH IS THE VICTORY) – (5:4-21)

A.
 ETERNAL LIFE – 5:11-13


B.
 GOD hears His Children’s Prayer – 5:14



 1.
 Sin Not Leading to Death ARE ONES REPENTED OF – 5:17 & 1:9

C.
 Christians
 Make a POINT NOT TO SIN – 5:18
CONCLUSION
1.  WE KNOW GOD IF WE KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS – 1 JOHN 2:3 & 5:13


A.  WE NEED TO TRUST GOD
