 Give Me Patience…Right Now!

Text: Lk. 21: 19
Introduction

A. Share story of woman and sermon on patience.

B. Something everyone wants but not everyone has.

I. The Need of Patience

A. Heb. 10: 36, “For you have the need for endurance (patience, ASV), so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.”
B. Peter said—2 Pet. 1: 5-8, Virtues—perseverance = patience  self-control is a characteristic needed for patience not always an example; just because I have self-conrol doesn’t mean I have patience…for ex. I can feel angry about something and not curse and swear I have self-control but I don’t have patience because I am letting it get to me.  However, self-control is needed in order to have patience.
C. Jesus said, Lk. 21: 19, “In your patience possess your souls.”
Matthew Henry Commentary Lk. 21: 19

It is by patience, Christian patience, that we keep possession of our own souls. "In suffering times, set patience upon the guard for the preserving of your souls; by it keep your souls composed and in a good frame, and keep out all those impressions which would ruffle you and put you out of temper."
II. The Meaning of Patience

A. Definition of Patient—
1. Webster’s

a. Tolerating delay, provocation, annoyance, etc. (‘put up with’)

b. Persevering or diligent. ** (to persist, keep at it)

2. Greek, HUPOMONE, translated “patience”.  HUPO meaning “under” plus MENO, which means, “to abide”.  So the term means, “to bear up under” or “endure”

a. Stress is upon the fact that Love “beareth all things” (1 Cor. 13: 7).  This characteristic of love is patience.

b. Faithful unto Death—Rev. 2: 10
B. Patience, however, is not just passive submission and indifference to whatever happens to one.  It is steadfast endurance and triumphant trust in the value of remaining constant.

C. Patience is not merely a segment on one’s character.  It is a spirit that pervades every fiber of one’s disposition.

III. Bible Examples
A. Impatient People

1. Sarah, heir of Abraham—Gen. 16: 1-4      X
a. Unable to bear children

b. Gave handmaiden to Abram for wife

c. She conceived

2. King Saul, Samuel’s delay—1 Sam. 13: 8-13
a. War against the Philistines

b. Samuel delayed in his return

c. Saul got impatient and performed sacrifice

d. Was chastised for it.

The problem here is that Saul wasn’t a Levite…he would have been able to go into the court of the tabernacle
3. Job’s Wife—Job 2: 9

a. Lost family and material gain

b. Lost good health

c. Refused to blame God

d. Wife’s response

B. Patient People

1. OT Characters

a. Job

i. Lost everything including health

ii. Listened to friends, yet didn’t curse God

b. Joseph

i. Sold to Midianites by siblings—Gen. 37: 28

ii. Became powerful leader in Egypt—41: 41

iii. When family came during drought, didn’t reveal true identity right away—42: 7-8

iv. Showed patience to teach them a lesson

2. God Has Patience

a. Sodom and Gomorrah—Gen. 18: 20-19: 24
i. Wanted to destroy both cities

ii. God had the patience to allow Abraham to speak on behalf of any righteous

Your Opinion is God would have spared Sodom if Abraham would have got God down to 1 righteous individual…I’m thinking this isn’t a very good logic because God took Lot and his family out of Sodom 4 people + could have been 6 if Lot Son’s in Laws believed Lot. 
b. The Molten Calf—Ex. 32: 7-14

i. God wanted to destroy Jews for sinning.

ii. Moses intervened on their behalf

iii. God turned aside his anger, His patience showed through ????????
c. Wilderness Wanderings—
i. People constant complaints

1. No water

2. No food

3. Just manna, nothing else

ii. Made them wander for 40 years until the complainers died off.

d. Silence—400 years

i. Gave the Jews final instructions

ii. Mal. 4: 4-6

3. Jesus has patience

a. Disciples not understanding
i. Mk. 8: 13-21

ii. Matt. 6: 25-34

b. Endured the cross
i. Heb. 12: 2, “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
ii. Paul prayed that Christians might be directed into the patience of Christ—2 Thess. 3: 5, “Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of Christ.”
iii. Think of the rejection, the disappointment and the pain that Christ endured, not miraculously, but by strength of character. 

4. The Apostles Had Patience

a. Paul and Silas—Acts 16: 19-25

i. After the beatings they suffered, they sang.

ii. No pleas for mercy or freedom.

5. Paul 
a. was a minister of God, “in much patience” (2 Cor. 6: 4)

b. In prison, Acts 23: 11 (God gave him courage)

c. 2 Tim. 2: 10, “I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”
d. Sometimes have to endure the “elect” themselves—Gal. 6: 1-3
e. Col. 1: 9-11
IV. The Difficulty of Patience

A. Patience is difficult to gain and hard to maintain.  But it can be learned!

B. Notice the importance of Peter’s statement in 1 Pet. 2: 20, “For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer for it, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God.”
C. The Bible speaks of the patience of Job (Jas. 5: 11), but someone has suggested, “even Job with his boils must have scratched a little!” 

1. Job 6: 11, “What is my strength, that I should wait? And what is mine end, that I should be patient?” (ASV)
D. Patience is not easy for anyone.

V. How To Develop Patience

Patience is learning to wait and is developed by practice and self-examination.

Impatience is when your desires are not in control. What do you tell yourself?  Its okay, its not that important.  For example, driving in traffic …weaving in and out of traffic to get someplace a little faster like a 1 or 2 minutes. 
A. Patience is consciously developed as any other quality of character.

B. “In order to develop patience, one must be patient.” (learn to wait…using the same word to define itself is meaningless)
1. Not something that’s developed overnight.

2. Keep working at it. (good thought having right priorities) 


How?  What kind of work?
When you are feeling impatient what do you tell yourself?

You say Waiting line is one of the best ways to develop patience..how so?
Most people aren’t going to cut in line because it is discourteous and because of peer pressure … they may be impatient but there aren’t going to do it because of this.
C. It comes from enduring trials (by having the right attitude and reacting the right way)
1. Jas. 1: 2-4  This is hard (to have joy)…What do you tell yourself?
2. Rom. 5: 3, “And not only that, but we also glory in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance.”
3. 1 Cor. 15: 58, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
D. Paul—Rom. 15: 4, “For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”
You said don’t repeat same thing (what you mean is don’t make the same mistakes)…if the example is good you would want to repeat it.
E. Further encouragement

1. Ps. 37: 7-8
2. Rev. 1: 9

3. 1 Thess. 1: 3, “remembering without ceasing you work of faith, labor of love and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father.”
VI. The Reward of Patience

A. Lk. 21: 19, “In your patience possess your souls.”
B. Jesus said—Matt. 10: 22, “And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.”

C. Jas. 1: 4, “But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”
D. Rev. 2: 10, “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
Conclusion…

Notice the beauty of Psalms 40: 1-3
