BUILDING GOD’S WALL  
WHAT DO WE MEAN BY GOD’S WALL?

WHAT WE ARE GOING TO TRY TO DO
1.  BUILD A WALL OF PROOF SHOWING THAT THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD
2.  Ton of proof 

3.  Different than any other religion (Don’t offer much)
4.  However the proofs that the bible offers is not like some think, it is not 3 or 4 major proofs


its more like building a brick wall one small brick at a time.  One that you can’t climb or get around

…because the PROOF IS THAT GOOD.

5.  Suggests a commitment must be made to see IF BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD OR NOT
     Romans 10:17 faith (or belief) comes by hearing (or examining) God’s word

WHAT DOES GOD’S WORD SAY ABOUT ITSELF?

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine…
I.  WHAT DO WE MEAN "INSPIRED?"


A.  2 Tim. 3:16.  WHAT DOES THE PHRASE "INSPIRED OF GOD" MEAN?

         
 1.    theopneustos,  theo - God, pneustos - breathed.

          
 2.    Originates in the mouth of God.


B.  Deuteronomy 18:18 (Let’s look at a Passage that talks about the process of Inspiration)
                             18  I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put 
                                 My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him 

               INSPIRATION - PROCESS GOD USES PEOPLE TO CONVEY HIS WORDS TO OTHERS
                                             BY EITHER WRITING OR SPEAKING 
PEOPLE HERE IS LIKE A PEN – GOD USES THE PEN TO WRITE HIS THOUGHTS
II.  THEORIES OF INSPIRATION.


A.    THE NATURAL THEORY, like Shakespeare or Beethoven (exceptionally talented...had ability already)

B.    THE THOUGHT THEORY, only thoughts given (not actual words)

C.    VERBAL THEORY, words chosen by God from which fits their style of talking.

D.    THE VERBAL THEORY 
1 Corinthians 2:13  (Apostle Paul)

        13 These things we (Apostles & Prophets) also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but 
             which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual words (ASV).
               NOT WORDS FROM MAN BUT FROM GOD 
2 Peter 1:21 (Apostle Peter)

         21 for prophecy never came by the will of man (originate from Men), but holy men of God
              spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.
WHEN PROPHESING, THE PROPHETS ONLY SPOKE AS THE HOLY SPIRIT DIRECTED THEM.

VERBAL THEORY MUST BE CORRECT - God gave the writers the very words to use

III. PROOFS OF INSPIRATION

A.  Scripture claim to be FROM of God – 2 Timothy 3:16
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.




a.  Not just this scripture but All the books of OT & NT claim it is from God – directly or indirectly





b.  Jesus Endorses the OT



Luke 24:44-45 (Jesus speaking to the Apostles)
44 … "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me." 
45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.



1.  INDIRECTLY (from God)
 Manner in Which Scriptures Speak - Air of Infallibility
Acts 4:13 (Context is Peter & John had healed a lame man, Jewish Leaders had arrested) 
13 Now when they (Spiritual leaders of the Jews) saw the boldness of Peter and John (2 of the Apostles), and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, (as a lot of the writers were) they marveled (surprised). And they realized that they had been with Jesus.
              2.  SPOKE with supreme confidence that it was from God

LOOK AT AN EXAMPLE 



Acts 2:22 (Apostle Peter – How Calm  & Confident)
22 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know—

23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death (basically accusing them of murder); 
24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.


    2.  What they Spoke/Wrote based on their background is very impressive





A.  COMMON FOLKS, except Apostle Paul but still beyond expectations





B.  No self-consciousness claims 





(ex. You may not believe this but…or this is unusual)




3.  Finished product hard explain…

How can such men speak or write so well?

HOW CAN SUCH MEN COME TO KNOW SUCH GREAT TRUTHS, MAKE GREAT CLAIMS & COMMANDS?

B.  Influenced for Good? 


a.   Some Argue against this – Wars done in the name of Christianity -Crusades 



b.   False Claim not true Christianity

2 Corinthians 10:3-5


    3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh (not a Physical Warfare). 
        4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,
        5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
      (THOUGHT or IDEA WAREFARE)  bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ
It’s a Country Government’s responsibility to Defend Self - Not the Church 
BIBLE INFLUENCE FOR GOOD?
PEOPLE

1.  Where Bible has gone, society has benefited…better Parents, Neighbors, Workers


a.  Laws of land made from it –
 Why? Teaches Things like Honest, Trustworthy, responsible, loving, Paying a fair wage

INSTITUTIONS
WHAT IF CHRIST NEVER APPEARED & BIBLE NEVER WRITTEN?



a.  Institutions would disappear - Hospitals, Schools, Orphan Homes, Library
COULD THIS INFLUENCE FOR GOOD COME FROM FALSE CLAIMS?

C.  WHAT’S REVEALED

1.  Spoke of things not known – Genesis 1:26 Let Us make Man– Who is the Us? 
         Matthew 28:19 is Father, Son & HS in  - 1500 years later

D.  ACCURACY

1.   EVEN IN UNIMPORTANT or SMALLEST DETAILS



a.  Acts 8 – Philip went down to Samaria from Jerusalem – Samaria is lower Elevation


b. Galatians 1 – Paul went up to Jerusalem from Damascus – 2577 vs. 2230 Elevation
Not a Big Deal BUT when their 1000s of these


2.  4 GOSPELS – OT is Ref/Quoted over a 100 times from the right place in OT 


- Men who didn’t know the OT
E.  The unusual Style of Scriptures

1.  Brevity of writings 
Ephesians 3:3-4 (for an overall viewpoint)
3  how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already,
4  by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ),


a. Accounts of Events & # of Chapters



1.  Genesis – covers 2500 years but only 50 chapters





a.  Creation – 34 verses  (about 1 page on 8.5” x 11”)





1. If Man – whole textbook or 100 pages



2.  Life of Christ – Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 21 chapters





1. Writers of the World would be much longer




3.  Death of 1st Apostle James





a.  Only 11 words are used to tell of his death 





 Acts 12:2 Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword.

2. Omissions of accounts 



1.  Birth of Jesus, his youth, baptism, temptation, transfiguration & Ascension





a.  Neither Mark or John mentions ABOUT THIS OR his 1st 30 years of Jesus Life






1.  Contrast this an ancient work Called the Protoevangelium







a.  Devotes 25 chapter to annunciation of Mary & Herod’s slaughter of innocents





2.  The Gospel of Infancy – 50 chapters to the 1st 12 years of Christ’s Life







a.  Both writings of men but shows tendency of men.




2.  Days of Christ on earth 12,000+, Active ministry 1000+ days




a.  Covered by John – 20 days, all Gospels covered only 34 different days
           EXAMPLE – GENERAL STATEMNT
John 21:25  (restraint of the writers) 
25 And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one,
    I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.
         They weren’t lacking things to write
            MORE EXAMPLES OF OMMISIONS



3.  Book of Acts Almost Entirely About Peter & Paul




a.  Omits the rest of the Apostles

              4.  No Physical Description of Jesus





  a.  Even though Jesus was greatly loved & on earth 33 years


3.  Impartiality – set forth virtues & weakness of friends & foes alike



1.  King David





a.  Considered Israel’s greatest King






1.  Yet Embarrassing of Sin of Bathsheba of adultery – 2 Samuel 11:1-21



2.  Apostles Peter & Judas





a.  Peter’s Denial of Jesus – Matt. 26:69-75 - moments Jesus predicted it




b.  Judas’ Betrayal of Jesus – Matt. 26:14-16, 47-50

4.  Calmness of Descriptions (just the facts…emotions of writers not apparent) 



1.  Murder of John the Baptist





a.  Matt. 14:6-12



2.  Christ’s Miracles





a.  Raising Lazarus from the dead – John 11:43-46
43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth!" 

44 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Loose him, and let him go." 

45 Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him. 
46 But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things Jesus did.



3.  Christ’s Betrayal





a.  Told without anger – Matt 26:14-16, (47-56)
14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
15 and said, "What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?" And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver. 
16 So from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him.

          4.  Christ’s Crucifixion & Resurrection – Huge Points in the Faith




a.  Told without emotion – Matt 27:33-56
54 So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this was the Son of God!" 55 And many women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, were there looking on from afar, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's sons.




b.  Resurrection – John 20:11-20
18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. 
19 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." 
20 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.

WHERE ARE ALL THE ADJECTIVE PEOPLE LIKE TO USE (amazing, unbelievable, unprecedented)?

HOW DO YOU EXPLAIN THIS?  ONLY ONE ANSWER…MUST BE FROM GOD

CONCLUSION

A. THE BIBLE OFFERS A LOT MORE EVIDENCE
2 Timothy 3:16-17 

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
IF YOU DON’T BELIEVE, WE URGE TO MAKE THE COMMITMENT TO CONFIRM IF THE BIBLE IS THE TRUTH OR NOT

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO EXPLORE THIS FURTHER WITH US, CONTACT US

Hebrews 2:3-4 (Written to Christians)
3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him (confirmed for us also) 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?
CAN WE AFFORD NOT TO INVESTIGATE THIS? 

