HOW ARE WE LED?
ARE WE LED PRIMARILY BY OUR INTELLECT OR FEELINGS OR DOES HS FORCE US TO OBEY?

Romans 8:14
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
Romans 8:12-14 (Writing to Christians)
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors--not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live (its your choice). 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
(Contrast with living fleshly or according to God which is denying self)
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE FLESH? (since it is condemned)
Eph 2:1-3 (writing to Christians)
1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, (the way Satan would want us to live) 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind,…(being overly concerned w self…fornication, unrighteous anger & lying)
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD? (2 possibilities)

EITHER THE HS IS DIRECTING US DIRECTLY or THRU HIS WRITTEN WORD?

During the 1st Century it was BOTH but NOW it is only Thru His Word
HOW DO WE KNOW THAT?

We Just had a series on the HS & on SOLA SCRIPTURA which answered this but let’s sum it up:

   The NT was still being written 

                    and

   The focus was on the Apostles & Prophets revealing God’s will orally & in writing.

John 16:13 the HS led the apostles into all truth 
Eph 3:3-6  when read can understand what the Apostles and Prophets wrote

Jude 3 - the Faith was once delivered to the saints
Since God’s Word has been fully delivered and confirmed there is no need to keep delivering & Confirming it.

In addition, Last time I spoke to you About SOLA SCRIPTURA

SOLA SCRIPTURA – BIBLE ALONE 
                             2 Passages that summaries this
2 Tim 3:16-17
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Peter 1:3
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him (Jesus) who called us by glory and virtue (which is found only in the bible)
SUFFICENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES ALONE – for everything God Expects
WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT (as far as how we are led)?
2 Peter 1:3-7
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him (Jesus) who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature (become more like God), having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust (stop focusing on selfish desires). 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence (be determined to), add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.
(This passage tells to US to make a determined effort to add virtuous characteristics which can only be done with our intellect AND connects this with godliness…says nothing about the HS doing it for us)
2 Cor 10:3-5
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, (idea warfare)
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
Direction to us NOT HS doing it for us therefore we have to decide to do this
1 Cor 4:6

6 … that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.
Stick to the scriptures alone - can only be done with our intellect
1 Cor 1:10 
10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
(believe the same & behave with same type of conduct)
can only be done with our intellect
Rom 10:17
17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. – NOT by Feelings
1 Tim 4:11-16 mediate & Read
11 These things command and teach. 12 … be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. …. 15 Meditate on these things (Thinking & Reflecting); give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.
These passages TEACH WE spend time Reading & Thinking about God’s word NOT the HS doing it for us meaning we need to decide this with our intellect
NOW WE HAVE FOCUSED ON INTELLECT -  LET’S LOOK AT OUR FEELINGS

BECAUSE TODAY MANY SEEM TO BE LED BY THEIR THEM & 

MISTAKE EMOTIONALISM for SPIRITUALISM
MISTAKE EMOTIONALISM for SPIRITUALISM - EXAMPLES
Ex.  Saving Experience (feel saved)  - But Nothing like that in the Bible
                           VS.
Gospel Plan of Salvation (examples of being persuaded by the word of God and doing what God says)

Healing service (Pep Rally) People getting worked up before then supposedly healed

                  VS. 
Never see that in NT instead People healed then get excited 

BUT instead stated purpose of miracles is noted in Heb. 2:3-4, Mark 16:20
20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs….
How one Worships 
 Ex. King Saul - 1 Samuel 13:8-14 (Israel is at war with the Philistines)
9… he offered the burnt offering. 10 Now it happened, as soon as he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him... 11 And Samuel said, "What have you done?" And Saul said, "When I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did not come within the days appointed, …12 … 'The Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord.' Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering." 13 And Samuel said to Saul, "You have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, …. For now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue…because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you."
NOT ALLOWED UNDER THE OT LAW – ONLY THE LEVIATES COULD OFFER THIS

WHAT IS AN EXAMPLE TODAY?
WORSHIPPING GOD with Instrumental Music when there  is NO support FOR this practice in the NT
Ephesians 5:19 

… singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord
Why?
2 Tim 3:1-6 In last days led away by various lusts (desires)
2 Peter 3:17 (context of Christians twisting the scriptures to ones destruction)
17 … beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;
SINCE WE CAN BE LED AWAY WITH OUR FEELINGS, GOD INSTRUCTS US CONCERNING THEM

Prov. 29:11 

11 A fool vents all his feelings, But a wise man holds them back.
(We need to restraint our feelings)
Anger – Eph 4:26
26 "Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath,
(Take care of your anger quickly)
Joy - Phil 4:4
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!  (Our lives should be characterized by joy)

(FEELINGS continued)
Col 3:5 (concerning fleshly desires)
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. (get rid of these desires)
When the scriptures speak of negative emotions or feelings….they are spoken with the idea of controlling or getting rid of them
SOMETIMES WE DON’T DO A GOOD JOB OF CONTROLLING OUR EMOTIONS

SO WHAT ARE SOME OF THINGS WE CAN DO TO OVERCOME THESE FEELINGS?
Jer. 14:10

10 … the Lord to this people: "Thus they have loved to wander; They have not restrained their feet. Therefore the Lord does not accept them; He will remember their iniquity now, And punish their sins."
(God expects us to control ourselves)
2 Peter 1:6 (context of being determined to improve our character)
6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness,

Need to Control ourselves

2 Tim 1:7

7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love (apage) and of a sound mind.
Love (apage) is active good will one it can’t be done wo deciding to…its NOT an Emotion (if have it not going to be so swift to criticize)
2 Cor 13:5
5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves... 
(think about your behavior)
Keep quiet, think, pray – Phil 4:6 let your requests be made known to God
So..pray for calmness of heart, wisdom, understanding and self-control
John 7:24 Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."
(Fair-minded – right perspective – will be judged in part by the way we judge)
James 1:19-21
19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear (like ask questions), slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
PERPECTIVES:

Eccl 7:21
21 Also do not take to heart everything people say, ...
2 Tim 2:24-26

26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.   (Realize that PEOPLE ARE DECEIVED)
PERPECTIVES: (cont.)
1 Cor 6:9-11

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you….(we were no better than them)
Heb 5:14
14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  (Discern betw rt & wrong)

Rom 12:18-21
18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
(Trust in God - God take care of it)
WHAT ARE THESE SCRIPTURES TEACHING?

Need to change our thinking so it will change our behavior

ARE WE GOING TO OBEY GOD AND BE LED BY OUR INTELLECT?
