IF…

 
Introduction

A. Biggest word in the English language, but just two letters.

B. Definition from AHD:

a. In the event that:  If I go, I would be late.
b. Granting that:  If that is true, what happens next?
c. On the condition that:  She will play the piano only if she is paid.
 

Bible Ex. “If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. --Matt. 4: 3.

 
C. Look at Denominational views and compare them with scriptures.

 

I. Faith

 

A. “If God promised to give faith when we ask for it, why are we told that faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God?”
 

1. Mormons believe this—Moroni 10: 4—

 “And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.”
 
a. Burning in the bosom 

b. Pepto bismol for heartburn

 
2.  The Bible Says…

a. Paul writes, Rom. 10: 17
b. Jesus says, Jn. 20: 30-31

 

B. “If one becomes a Christian when he believes, why was not King Agrippa a Christian?”
OR

“If one is saved at the point of faith alone, why did Agrippa, one who believed Paul's message, say, "Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian"?
 
1. ‘Faith Only’ Doctrine—The Sinners’ Prayer

Example:  "Jesus, I believe that you are the holy Son of God. I believe that you died on the cross for my sins and that you rose from the dead. You are my salvation. Please wash all my sins away and make me a child of God. I give my life to you today. Amen"
 From the tract: "What Is Meant by Salvation?"
2. Believers in the Bible
a. King Agrippa—Acts 26: 27-28

b. Rich Young Ruler—Lk. 18: 18-21 (23)

c. Demons—Lk. 4: 40-41

d. Are these people saved?

3. More than belief

a. Confession—Rom. 10: 9-10
b. Repentance—Acts 2: 38; Acts 3: 19

c. Obedience—Matt. 7: 21-23

d. Baptism—Acts 22: 16

II.     The Church
A. “If the church has nothing to do with our salvation, why does the Lord add the saved to the church?”
1. Organized religion—Too many rules

a. Go to a building
b. Give money

c. Listen to a sermon

2. Want to worship wherever
a. The outdoors is my church

b. The church is in my heart.

3. The Bible Says…

a. Jesus added daily—Acts 2: 47

b. Writer of Hebrews—Heb. 10: 24-25

c. Paul wrote—Rom. 10: 14-15

d. Eunuch—Acts 8: 30-31 (understand?)

B. If all churches are right, why does the Bible make it so plain that there is only one?

1. Doesn’t matter what church, we all worship same God.

2. Same God, different beliefs?

a. “Faith Only” by Baptists
b. Infant baptism

c. Baptism by proxy

d. All can’t be right! Different churches, diff. Gods—1 Cor. 8: 1-6
3. The Bible says…

a. Eph. 1: 22-23, 4: 4-6
b. 1 Cor. 12: 13

c. Col. 1: 18, 24

d. Matt. 16: 18

C. If creeds and disciplines are necessary, why are we told to follow the perfect law of liberty?

1. Denom. have other books besides bible

2. Mormon has several

3. Bible says…

a. Jas. 1: 25

b. 2 Tim. 3: 16-17

D. If men have the right to make laws and put them in the church (via creed books and a Leader), why did Christ say He had all authority?
1. Catholics have Pope; Vicar of Christ

2. Mormons have President and Apostles

3. The Bible says…

a. Matt. 28:18

b. Jn. 14: 6
c. What about the word, reverend?

i. Only once in bible—Ps. 111: 9, refers to God Himself.
ii. Jesus—Matt. 23: 9

I. Eternity
A. If there is no punishment for the wicked after death, why did Christ say that they would go into everlasting punishment?

1. Annihilation

Definition— The act of reducing to nothing, or nonexistence; or the act of destroying the form or combination of parts under which a thing exists, so that the name can no longer be applied to it; as, the annihilation of a corporation. (Webster’s)
2. Burn up in fires of Hell

3. The Bible says…

a. Matt. 25: 46 “Eternal Punishment”

b. Lk. 16: 22-23 “carried away” meaning destination after death.

B. If there is no hell but the grave, what is meant by "the damnation of hell"?

1. Nothing after this life, cease to exist.

a. Lk. 16: 22-23 “carried away” meaning destination after death.

b. Jesus said—Jn. 14: 1-4

c. If nothing then why prepare a place?

C. If God promised to save all, why did Paul say he tried to "persuade" men?

1. Universalists: All will go to heaven.

2. Some go to Hell long enough to have sins burned off then proceed to Heaven

3. 2 Cor. 5: 10-11
II. Baptism

B. If infant baptism is scriptural, why did Christ command to baptize those who believe?

1. Reason?  Original Sin!

a. Adam in the Garden—Gen. 3: 16-19
b. All babies born in Sin.

c. Bible says—Ezek. 18: 20

2. Jesus said—Mk. 16:15-16

a. Remember, an infant cannot believe!

b. Parents speak on behalf of child

c. Things done in own body—2 Cor. 5: 10

C. If sprinkling and pouring are scriptural baptism, why did Paul say there is one baptism and that it is a burial in water?
1. One Baptism—Eph. 4: 5

2. Burial—

a. Rom. 6: 4-6



b. Col. 2: 12

Conclusion

Who are you going to believe?
