If Your Funeral Was Tomorrow…
Text—Eccl. 7: 2-4

Intro. My mother’s Death

I. …who would be there?

A. Family

B. Friends

C. Coworkers

D. Loved ones

E. Bible Examples

1. Rachel’s death—Gen. 35: 19

a. No elaborate burial

b. Not buried with family

c. Along roadside, no mourners?

d. Pillar to mark grave, nothing more.

e. Loved  more than Leah—Gen. 29: 30

2. King Saul—1 Sam. 10-31
a. Began reign with promise and humility

b. But fell into jealousy and murder

c. Deeds contrary to God’s law

i. Sacrifice without priest—13: 9-10
ii. No food to army until victory—14: 24
iii. Didn’t completely destroy Amalekites—15: 3-23
d. Died in his own vanity—1 Sam. 31: 1-6 (read)

i. His request for assisted suicide is refused and he ends his own life in shame.

ii. If God sets limits to Man’s life, man has no right to usurp His authority and end it himself.

II. …what would be said?
A. Life is brief

1. Vapor—Jas. 4: 14

2. Shuttle—Job 7: 6-7
a. One pass of the weaver’s shuttle, one day

b. One rug, whole of Man’s Life

B. What would the preacher say?

1. “Led a decent life, didn’t hurt anyone.”

a. Gambler, social drinker

b. Read his bible but never went to church

c. “The outdoors was his church” (went golfing or fishing on Sundays)

2. “He was a pillar in the community”

a. Volunteered

b. Donated

c. Always ready to pitch in.

d. Matt. 7:21

3. “He was a faithful Christian”
a. “Well done…” (Matt. 25: 21)

b. Paul—2 Tim. 4: 7-8

c. “Faithful to the end” (Rev. 2: 10c)

C. What will be said about you? How was life spent?

1. Material gain?

2. Labor?

3. Wisdom?

4. All vanity—Eccl. 1: 2

5. Obedient to Father? Matt. 7: 21

III. …where will you end up?

A. All will change—1 Cor. 15: 50-54
B. Hades—Lk. 16: 19-31

C. Judgment—Heb. 9: 27; 2 Cor. 5: 10

D. Matt. 25: 31-33

E. Heaven or Hell—Matt. 25: 46

F. What about Annihilation?

1. Seventh Day Adventists--The New Testament references to "eternal punishment" (Matt 25:46), "eternal destruction" (2 Thess 1:9), "eternal fire" (Matt 25:41; Jude 7), and "eternal judgment" (Heb 6:2), do not necessarily mean a process that goes on forever. ... The actual duration of aionos is determined by the context. For example, the fire by which the wicked are punished is said to be "eternal" (Matt 18:8; 25:41) or "unquenchable" (Matt 3:12). This can hardly mean that the wicked will be agonizing forever in the midst of unextinguishable fire. The latter is clear from Jude 7, which says that Sodom and Gomorrah suffered "a punishment of eternal fire." Here "eternal-aionou" obviously means not never-ending but complete and permanent. (SDA, Samuele Bacchiocchi, Advent Hope For Human Hopelessness)
2. The fire is "eternal–aionios," not because of its endless duration, but because of its complete consumption and annihilation of the wicked. (SDA, Samuele Bacchiocchi, ch 6, Hell: Eternal Torment Or Annihilation)
Herbert Armstrong, World Church of God

[image: image1.png]"Satan will be cast into...that will destroy all incorrigible mortals. Rev.
20:10 But since he is a spirit being, he will not be destroyed by the flames (see
Luke 20: 36) Rev. 20: 10 shows Satan himself is to be TORMENTED unto
the ages of the ages--"FOREVER AND EVER"! His torment will last
forever. But not this fire. It will last only as long as combustible material
remains to be consumed. Satan's torment, however, will continue forever as
a mental anguish..." (WCG, What is hell? Ambassador BCC, Lesson 6, 1977)




3. Malachi 4:1 "the day is coming, burning like a furnace ... so that it will leave them neither root nor branch" No words of any language could make it more forceful or clear. This eternal fire burns up eternally. Even Satan, the root, is finally consumed. (Seventh-day Adventist, Joe Crews, Amazing Facts, Hell-Fire)
4. Benjamin Franklin responds…
[image: image2.png]Does the time employed in transgression, in any
court, human or divine, have any thing to do in
determining the duration of the punishment? Who
is prepared to affirm on this proposition? Who
argues in court that the murderer must have only a
very limited punishment because he committed the
crime in a very short space of time?




[image: image3.png]The duration of time employed in violating the law
has nothing to do in determining either

the duration or the severity of the punishment. It is
nothing but a sophistry to gull the simple that
refers to the duration of the time occupied in the
commission of crime, as having any thing to do in
determining the duration or the severity of
penalties.




Conclusion



Eccl. 9: 10

Jn. 9: 4



2 Cor. 6: 2b
