THE REASON GOD GAVE US THE BIBLE
REASON FOR BIBLE (Becoming one with God – John 17:20-23)
1.  Jesus wants us to be ONE like he is with God the Father
2.  How is that?   to be ONE with HIM - Harmony - Think the same w Same Purpose

a.  Like Knowing our Place/Role - Like Little Child Obedient to His Father

b.  Character

3.  Need to remember this when reading the Bible....makes a difference.

WHY - This Lesson?


1.  Missing the Boat on this subject?


a.  5 Sermons on Heaven - 12 years of observation - in the Tree tops NOT seeing the Forest



b.  Our words are important...judged by our words, Matt 12:36



1.  Important Relationships don't refer to them as places (Best Friends, Parents, Spouses)

2.  Are we Missing the Boat?



a.  We don't speak of God in Relationship terms but more distantly



b.  We Speak of God as a Place\Or Way off someplace 
WHAT'S THIS LESSON ABOUT

1.  Always God's Intent/Desire for a Close Relationship

2.  How we can Know God
3.  The problem of Sin - Separates Us from God
4.  How to Restore that Relationship
5.  Drawing near to God

6.  Knowing God


a.  Praying


b.  He is Near

I.  God's desire for a close RELATIONSHIP with Man


1.  Garden of Eden - He walked among Adam & Eve - Gen 3:8



a.  They sinned and Lost Fellowship with God



b.  Hope of the Messiah (Acts 3:24)


2.  Enoch walked with God and Took Him (he didn't die) - Gen. 5:24 - (Heb 11:5)



a.  Christians who are alive when Christ comes back won't die either - (1Thess 4:15-17)


3.  God made a Covenant with Nation of Israel/Jews - Ex 19:4-6



a..  Spoke to Moses Face to Face - Ex 33:11 as to a friend


4.  God spoke of a New Covenant with All Nations - Jer. 31:31-34




a.  Eph 5:30 Specialness of His People - the Church


5.  King David described as a man after God's own Heart - (1 Sam 13:14) Acts 13:22



a.  Every Thought Captive to the Obedience of Christ - 2 Cor 10:5



6.  God wants to know ALL our cares - 1 Peter 5:7
II.  IN N.T. SEE JESUS PRAYING TO GOD THE FATHER FOR THIS



It is God's Desire that we have a close relationship




1.  Jesus prays for us - John 17:20-23



2.  Be as close as God the Father and Jesus are




3.  Draw Near to God and He'll draw Near to You - James 4:5-10 



4.  How it is Possible for us to Draw Near to God - Heb 10:19-23




a.  Christ's Sacrifice




5.  Know God - 1John 2:3-6




A.  Keep His Commandments





B.  Eternal Life Connected with Knowing God - John 17:3




C  How awful sin is



6.  Problem of Sin - Genesis 3 Adam & Eve




1.  Separates us from God - Is 59:1-2




2.  So Terrible God had to DIE for US - Rom 5:6-10





The Kingdom Christ died for the Church - Acts 20:28




3.  In the end Christ delivers his Kingdom to God the Father - 1 Corinthians 15:24




4.  Jesus Came to Restore that relationship Dying for our Sins & Teaching People to Follow Him






A.  Taught his Apostles to Make Disciples that's how its restored - Matthew 28:18-20





B.  How does a Person become a Disciple?







1.  Believe - Mark 16:16






2.  Repent - Luke 24:47






3.  Confess - Romans 10:9-10






4.  Baptized 








 Finally Restored in the last Step







A.  Sons of God by Faith - Gal 3:26-27








1.  Baptized into Christ

