Eternal Judgment: The Final Verdict

Text—Matt. 25: 46

Intro.


Definitions from “AHD”

Judgment: 

1. The act or process of judging

2. An opinion or estimate formed after consideration or deliberation, especially a formal or authoritative decision: awaited the judgment of the umpire.
5.      The Last Judgment.

Judgment Day

1. In Judeo-Christian and Muslim traditions, the day at the end of the world when God judges the moral worth of individual humans or the whole human race. Also called Day Of Judgment. 

2. Judgment Day:  A day of reckoning or final judgment.

A. Look at Final Judgment Day plus the outcome of that judgment, final verdict.

B. Two outcomes in text—God separates sheep from goats (vs. 32-33)

C. Sin, Death and judgment inseparable—Follow in succession.

I. Certainty of Judgment

A. Conscience teaches a judgment to come.

1. Without scripture, Judgment still exists.  Physical World.

i. Head under water, Punishment—Drowns 

ii. Eat too much, punishment—die or throw up.

iii. Rewards too.  Plant seeds, water and tend to it—Garden 

1. Example—Heb. 6: 7, 8

“For the land which hath drunk the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them for whose sake it is also tilled, receiveth blessing from God:  but if it beareth thorns and thistles, it is rejected and nigh unto a curse; whose end is to be burned.”

B. Proven by unjust situation—“Rich Man & Lazarus” (Lk. 16: 19-23)

C. Scriptural Statements—Rom. 2: 12, 16

12. For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without the law: and as many as have sinned under the law shall be judged by the law; 16. in the day when God shall judge the secrets of men, according to my gospel, by Jesus Christ.

1. Resurrection and ascension of Christ—2 Cor. 5: 10; Acts 17: 31

2. Not a matter of choice.  Many would be destroyed like beasts if it were so. Soul separates us.

II. Who will be judged?

A. “All Men”—Rom. 14: 10-12; REF. 2 Cor. 5: 10; (All Nations) Mt. 25: 32

B. Fallen angels—2 Pet. 2: 4; Jude 6

C. The wicked—2 Pet. 2: 9; 3: 7

D. “God’s people”—Ref. Heb. 10: 30

E. Living and dead included—(Ref.) 2 Tim. 4: 1

F. Individual Basis—Not by congregation

1. Noah, Daniel, Job—Ezek. 14: 14, 20 “14. though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord Jehovah.  VS. 20, “though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, they should deliver neither son nor daughter; they should but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.”

2. “Man reaps what is sown”—Gal. 6: 7-9

3. Church of Thyatira—Rev. 2: 18-29 (vs. 23) “Each One”

4. Name in Church Directory, not same as Book of Life.

III. Who will be The Judge?

A. The Son of God—

1. Jn. 5: 22—Not the Father, But given to Son

2. Acts 10: 42—Ordained of God to Judge living and dead

3. Acts 17: 30-31 (His resurrection assures it.)

B. Hence it will be 

1. “Righteous”—Rom. 2: 5

2. “True”—Rev. 16: 7

3. “Just”—Jn. 5: 30

C. He will be Merciful—

1. “Have all men be saved”—1 Tim. 2: 4; 2 Pet. 3: 9

D. He Will be Impartial—

1. READ Acts 10: 34, 35

2. READ 2 Tim 4: 8

IV. How Shall Man be judged?

A. Word of God, The Standard—
1. Ps. 96: 13, “…For he cometh to judge the earth: He will judge the world with righteousness, And the peoples with his truth.”
2.  Jn. 12: 48, Jesus said, “…the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day.”

3. Jas. 2: 12, “to be judged by a law of liberty.”
B. Our lives compared with Standard—

1. Mt. 12: 36-37 READ 
2.  2 Cor. 5: 10, “things done in the body…good or bad”
3.  Rom. 2: 5-6 READ 

C. By every work—

1. Ref.  Not by others’ judgment—1 Cor. 4: 3-5

2. READ Paul—2 Tim. 4: 7-8 (“Fought”, “Finished”, “Kept”)

3. READ Not faith only—Matt. 7: 21-23

V. Results of The Judgment

A. Separation into two classes—Mt. 25: 31-33 

1. Don’t have to be as bad as some.

2. All Sin is the same.

B. Two Sentences

1. An invitation to Glory—Mat. 25: 34

2. A denunciation to torment—Mt. 25: 41, 46

Usually sermon is over by now…but there is one more point to discuss…

VI. How Long does Judgment last?

A. Eternal—definition

B. Some say punishment is temporary (annihilation)

Without beginning or end; lasting forever; always existing (opposed to temporal): eternal life.
First we notice that we as Christians are to seek immortality. Obviously we do not possess it yet if we seek it…

Second at resurrection the mortal (us now with a physical mortal body) will put on the immortal (all men will have an immortal body)…
Now this is a powerful argument against annihilation. If ALL MEN both good and WICKED put on immortality at the resurrection, then how do they then cease to exist? What kind of immortality is that? Hence eternal torment! Never to die again! Man's body is not immortal now, but will be made so. All men, whether good or wicked! Man survives death consciously, then at resurrection is made immortal!
What about 1 Cor. 15: 54?  “…death swallowed up in victory.”

How can the wicked suffer the second death if they are immortal and then suffer the second death? If the wicked die again, then how can: death be swallowed up in victory?

THE SECOND DEATH…



1st Death—Separation of Body from Soul


2nd Death—Separation of Man from God in Hell
JW’s: Charles Taze Russell

Adventists: Ellen G. White

World Church of God:  Herbert W. Armstrong

1. Will the hellfire ever burn out? (Mk. 9: 44, 46, 48)

They say ‘YES’!

3. Will the Devil be tormented forever in the lake of fire? (Rev. 20: 10)

What about someone from the Church of Christ?

a. Benjamin Franklin—late 19th century preacher

HEAVEN AND HELL HAVE SAME DURATION\

Aion—eternal “an age”

Aionios—eternal “duration”

What about Matt. 10: 28?  Kill both body and soul


Two greek words
Conclusion

“There’s no backdoor to heaven”

A. Preparation must be made here—Amos 4: 12, “Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel; `and' because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.”
B. Brevity and uncertainty of life.  Death and judgment certain, demands haste.

2 Cor. 6: 2, “Now is the time, now is the day of salvation”

C. Jesus invites—Matt. 11: 28-30

From an outline by W. Curtis Porter.

Additional material by Larry Ray Hafley, Benjamin Franklin and self

