 Unity
OF BIBLE AS A PROOF - PART 2 OF PROOFS OF INSPIRATION
BUILDING A BRICK WALL THAT YOU CAN’T GET AROUND OR CLIMB OVER – 1 SMALL BRICK AT A TIME.
TEXT:  1 Thess. 2:13; 1 Pet. 3:15
1 Thessalonians 2:13

13 … you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men,.., 
the word of God …

1 Peter 3:15

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you…
INTRODUCTION:

  A.  NEED TO GIVE AN ANSWER FOR WHAT WE BELIEVE.

  B.  SINCE GOD CREATED US, WE WOULD EXPECT GOD REVEAL HIMSELF TO US
  C.  WE BELIEVE THE BIBLE IS THAT REVELATION.

I.   UNITY AS PROOF THAT THE BIBLE IS INSPIRED OF GOD.

  A.  REASONS WHY BIBLE WOULDN’T HARMONIZE
       1.   66 books written by about 40 men over 1500 years. 



 a.  Most of the writers Didn’t know each other




 b.  Different time periods



 c.  Different backgrounds – farmer, shepherd, fishermen, kings



 d.  3 Different languages – Hebrew, Aramaic, Koine Greek

  


 e.  From different areas of the world



 f.  Different places – wilderness, traveling, in prison, palaces of kings



 g.  Different times – war & peace, joy & deep sorrow, certainty & confusion




 h.  Wide variety of literary styles – whole range of figurative to literal 




 i.  Hundreds of controversial subjects.
THESE FACTORS MAKE YOU THINK THERE IS NO WAY BIBLE COULD HARMONIZE
Yet their writings are a complete and harmonious whole.  
There are MANY links or threads of evidence that tie all of these books together & prove 
from one mind, God.  
There 1 underlying theme:  Man’s reconciliation to God through Christ.
Contrast the Bible with the Great Western Classics – 450 works & 100 Authors over 2500 years
- Some of writers: Plato, Aristotle & Shakespeare – Great writers & intelligent.
WHAT DO WE FIND IN THESE WRITINGS:

1. Incredible Diversity of Views on most subjects

2. Some Commonality BUT numerous Contradictions of positions & perspectives
3. They frequently go out of their way to refute key ideas of their predecessors
If you choose 10 of the Authors of the Great Western Classics all from the one walk of life, one time period, same generation, same language & place and address one controversial subject, would they agree?

If Bible was really authored by men this is what you would find 
 NEXT LOOK AT 6 OF 66 BOOKS – AT 3 VARIABLES  
ANALYSIS OF 6 Books:

	WHEN
	1445 BC

Genesis
	1000 BC

2 Samuel
	740-680 BC

Isaiah
	627-580 BC

Jeremiah
	520-470 BC

Zechariah
	49 AD

Galatians

	WHO
	Moses
	Nathan/Gad
	Isaiah
	Jeremiah
	Zechariah
	Paul

	TIME
	Traveling/

Wandering
	War & Peace
	Unfaithfulness
Of People
	Just Before/After Destruction
	Return to Jerusalem
	Spreading the
Gospel


1.  6 Different Books written in different time periods 
2.  6 Different Writers – Didn’t know each other

3.  6 Different Times 
CONCLUSION:

THE MORE VARIABLES THERE ARE, THE LESS CHANCE THAT THESE BOOKS WOULD HARMONIZE IF MAN WAS REALLY THE AUTHOR OF THESE  BOOKS.
LET’S LOOK 3 EXAMPLES OF HOW SCRIPTURE WEAVES TOGETHER AS ONE HARMONIOUS WHOLE - THEME OF REDEMPTION OF MAN THRU CHRIST
WE’LL Look at 9 of the 66 Books 

PLEASE NOTE:  THE MORE FAMILIAR ONE GETS WITH THE BIBLE – THE MORE AWARE OF THE COMMON THREADS THAT WEAVE TOGETHER AS 1 HARMONIOUS WHOLE.

THEME OF REDEMPTION THRU CHRIST

SALVATION THREAD THRU ABRAHAM
Genesis 3 (Man sins & God is displeased & ref. to Eve’s seed vs. 15 & this seed ref. throughout OT)
Genesis 12:1-3 

1 Now the Lord had said to Abram… 
3 I will bless those who bless you…. and in you (his seed) all the families (or nations) of the earth shall be blessed."

Galatians 3:8-9 

8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles (or nations) by faith, preached the gospel (good news) to Abraham beforehand, saying, "In you (his seed) all the nations shall be blessed."  

9 … those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.
14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit (salvation) through faith. 

16  …"And to your Seed," who is Christ.

SUMMARY:  Seed of man, Christ is that Seed & Faith to Trust Christ  = Salvation

SALVATION THREAD THRU CHRIST’S KINGDOM
2 Samuel 7:12-13 (Spoken to King David a descendent of Abraham – same seed just talked about)

12 "When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13.., and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
Psalm 110:1, 4 (about Christ sitting on the throne & being High Priest)
1 The Lord (Jehovah) said to my Lord (Christ), "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool."
4 The Lord (Jehovah) has sworn And will not relent, 
   "You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek."
Zechariah 6:12-13 (Zechariah the prophet - the King & Priest sit on same throne)
12 Then speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the Lord (Jehovah) of hosts, saying: "Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out, And He shall build the temple of the Lord (Jehovah); 
13 Yes, He shall build the temple of the Lord (Jehovah). He shall bear the glory, And shall sit and rule on His throne; So He shall be a priest on His throne, And the counsel of peace shall be between them both." '
Jeremiah 23:5-6 (branch descendant of David)
5 Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king.
6 …he shall be called: Jehovah our righteousness.
Acts 2:30 (Peter’s sermon about Christ sitting on David’s Throne after his death)
30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him (King David) that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne (David’s throne), 
Hebrews 5:6-10 (Our High Priest Connected to Melchizedek)
6 As He also says in another place: "You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek" (Psalm 110:4) 
9 And having been perfected, He (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 
10 called by God as High Priest "according to the order of Melchizedek,"

SUMMARY:  David’s seed – Christ, king & high priest + salvation to those who OBEY HIM

SUMMARY:  6 DIFFERENT BOOKS & WRITERS – WRITTEN IN 4 DIFF. TIME PERIODS & HARMONIZE

SALVATION THREAD AS CHRIST IS OUR LAMB
Isaiah 53 (Talks about Christ’s sacrifice for our sins  12 VERSES)
3 He is despised and rejected by men, (John 1:10-11 describe this)
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord (Jehovah) has laid on Him (Christ) the iniquity (sin) of us all. (vs. 5-6 - 1 Peter 2:24 &25 quotes this)

7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted…He was led as a lamb to the slaughter…(Matt, Mark Describes)

10 Yet it pleased the Lord (Jehovah) to bruise Him (Christ); He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin…

SUMMARY:  Christ rejected + Afflicted + Sacrifice for Sin = SALVATION IS POSSIBLE

SUMMARY OF NT w CHRIST AS OUR SAVIOR, HIS CHAR. LIFE & MISSION.

Its only quoted in part and bits and described thru-out the NT by 8 or 9 different writers

If men were really the authors of the NT what would you expect?  That Isaiah would be quote in whole or in large portions by one writer….but not what you see…only 1 or 2 writers may have had the education to do so
Summarize:

1.  Looked at 3 Different threads in the Bible

2.  We see that they are in harmony with each other

GENERAL STATEMENTS ON THE UNITY OF THE BIBLE & GOD IS THE AUTHOR
1 Peter 1:18-20 (before the foundation of the world)
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you

The union is such that the OT can be used to teach the NT gospel
Acts 17:2-3 (Paul taught from the OT to teach the NT)
2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures (OT), 3 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ."

Acts 26:22-23 (Apostle Paul)
22 … witnessing both to small and great, saying no other things than those which the prophets and Moses said would come-- 23 that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles."

John 5:39-40, 46

39 You search the Scriptures (OT), for in them you think you have eternal life; 
      and these are they which testify of Me. 
40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.

46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me.
CONCLUSION:
MORE YOU STUDY THIS SUBJECT 

– THE HIGHER WALL OF PROOF it BECOMES – ONE BRICK AT A TIME

NEXT TIME:

Science & the Bible - ANOTHER PROOF THAT THE BIBLE IS INSPIRED OF GOD 
