How Can I Know God’s Will for Me?

I.
Introduction

A.
Abram and Lot: Genesis 13

1.
Strife between their herdsmen.

2.
Abram offers Lot a choice of right hand or left (vs. 9).

a.
How is Lot to choose? Well watered, like garden, Sodom

(1)
Good for livestock.

(2)
Bad for family.

B.
God allows us to make choices!

1.
Joshua 24:15: And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

C.
Often asked in a very personal and specific sense: "How can I know God's will for me in this situation and at this time?"

1.
Sometimes added concept: Will the Holy Spirit guide me?

II.
General thoughts about the Will of God

A.
Ask in Prayer

1.
Matthew 6:10: Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

B.
Paul's Prayers

1.
Colossians 1:9-10: And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.

2.
Hebrews 13:20-21 21: Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

C.
Commanded

1.
Ephesians 5:7-11 7: Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.

2.
Ephesians 5:15-21 16: Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

D.
Transformed

1.
Romans 12:2: 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

    2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

a.
testing ... discern

(1)
Thayer: to test, examine, prove, scrutinise (to see whether a thing is genuine or not), as metalsto recognise as genuine after examination, to approve, deem worthy

(2)
TDNT: Set under God's searching eye, Christians come under the twofold testing denoted by the verb dokimázein. a. They must learn the will of God by testing (cf. Rom. 12:2; Eph. 5:9-10; Phil. 1:10; 1 Th. 5:21). This protects them from caprice and brings them seriously under God's will for their lives.

III.
Okay, but How do I KNOW???

A.
How did the Jews know?

1.
Romans 2:17-18: 17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law;

B.
To know the will of God we must know the mind of God.

1.
How can we know the mind of God?

a.
How do we know the mind of another person? They must tell us, reveal to us what they are thinking.

b.
1Corinthians 2:11-13 
11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 
13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

c.
No further revelation... no direct message

(1)
Jude 1:3: Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.

C.
All things that pertain to life and godliness 

1.
2 Peter 1:3-8: His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

D.
Scripture is USEFUL!

1.
2 Timothy 3:16-17: 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

E.
The Proverbs... instruction from father to son for daily living

1.
Proverbs 1:2-7  2To know wisdom and instruction,to understand words of insight, 3 to receive instruction in wise dealing,in righteousness, justice, and equity; 
    4 to give prudence to the simple,knowledge and discretion to the youth— 
    5 Let the wise hear and increase in learning,and the one who understands obtain guidance, 
    6 to understand a proverb and a saying,the words of the wise and their riddles. 
    7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;fools despise wisdom and instruction.

2.
"Better" provides wisdom to make the right choice (better)

3.
Proverbs 11:22 22 Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a beautiful woman without discretion.

4.
Proverbs 15:1: A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

IV.
Specific statements...

A.
Salvation

1.
John 6:40

    40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.

2.
Galatians 1:3-4: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,

3.
Ephesians 1:4-5: In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,

4.
Ephesians 1:9: making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ

B.
Sanctification

1.
1Thessalonians 4:3-8 

    3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 8 Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.

C.
Live

1.
1 Peter 4:2: so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.

D.
Give Thanks

1.
1Thessalonians 5:18
    18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

E.
Doing Good

1.
1Peter 2:15
    15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.

V.
Conclusion

A.
You can know God’s will for you: it’s about being saved and being holy.

B.
Every choice you make needs to be based on this knowledge given in the Word.

C.
Today,  choose to be saved!

D.
Voice Annotation, recorded on 3/22/15 at 11:05:45 AM MDT

VI.
Bird analogy from Mary.

A.
Prayer and Bible study are like wings of bird, both working together we can fly.

B.
Must add the useful knowledge of the Word, ready for use at need: meditation, understanding, application, training

