Lesson 022

How To Identify The True Church

TEXT—Gen. 11: 1-10

Intro. So Many Churches

A. Importance of the matter.

1. Many religious bodies.  Talking to people like those of Babel.

a. Many interpretations

b. Many doctrines

c. Confusion

2. Should know which—Eph. 4: 4-5

3. Some thank God for division or “many choices”.

a. Jesus Prayer—John 17:20-21, “Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word; 21. that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, `art' in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us: that the world may believe that thou didst send me.”

b. Paul agrees—1 Cor. 1: 10, “Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and `that' there be no divisions among you; but `that' ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
B. Denominations and Jesus.

1. Jesus against denominations.

a. Knew about it.

b. Jews divided—Pharisees and Sadducees

2. Most say, “Doesn’t matter what church…Same God”

3. John 15: 5, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit: for apart from me ye can do nothing.”
a. Claim denominations are branches

b. Ill. Tree bearing all kinds of fruit.  (CHART 1)
c. Differing opinions, different fruit.

4. Individuals are branches—John 15: 5, “…ye are the branches…”
C. True Church not a Denom. or sect.  (CHART 2)

1. Word translated—

a. “sect” 5 times—Acts 24: 5,” For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of insurrections among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes:”

b.  “heresy” 4 times—Gal. 5: 19-21 

2. Discuss Breakdown of CHART 2
D. Looking for the True Church, not hunt for one as “close enough”, but the Church itself.

I. How To Identify Anything—Characteristics.

A. Name—(CHART 3)
1. Hunting for John Smith, eliminates Jones, Miller, Smythe

2. Bible names for Church.

a. Rom. 16: 16,“Churches of Christ”

b. 1 Cor. 1: 2,” unto the church of God which is at Corinth”
c. Heb. 12: 23 

d. Eliminates  “church of Rome”, “Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints”

3. Find more than one “John Smith”

a. Thousands nationwide; approx. 143 in AZ (Superpages.com)

b. Look for other characteristics; narrow search

c. Same with the church.

B. Birthplace—(CHART 4)
1. Our John Smith of Tucson—Eliminates: John Smith of Holbrook, Tempe, Phoenix, etc.  (Approx. 23)

2. Jerusalem, birthplace of church.

a. Zech. 1: 16, “Therefore thus saith Jehovah: I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies; my house shall be built in it, saith Jehovah of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth over Jerusalem.”

b. Isa 2: 2-3, “And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the mountain of Jehovah's house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3. And many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem.”
d. Luke 24: 46-47 

e. Eliminates Church founded in Eden, Mesopotamia, Sinai, Judea

f. Cannot be “Made In Germany”, etc. but “Made In Jerusalem”.

C. Age—(CHART 5)
1. Our John Smith is 40 years.  Eliminates John at 20, 65, or 41.

2. Man’s age reckoned from Birth; church from establishment

a. Mt. 16: 18, “…upon this rock I will build my church…”
b. Mk. 9:1, “And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There are some here of them that stand `by', who shall in no wise taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God come with power.”
b. Acts 1: 8; 2: 1-5  (Approx. 33 A.D.)

3. Eliminates Church found in days of Abraham, John The Baptist, Joseph Smith

II. Proper Characteristics of The Church

A. Proper Founder

1. City founded by person, usually named after them.

a. Cleveland, OH—Moses Cleaveland, 1796

2. Church Founder—Christ, Mt. 16: 18, “I will build my church”

3. Eph. 1: 20-23 

4. Others—Martin Luther, John Wesley, John Calvin, Joseph Smith; counterfeits!

B. Proper Foundation

1. Christ— 1 Cor. 3: 10-11; Eph. 2: 19-20  
2. How many others use this as authority?

3. Some say not good enough

4. If founded on experience of men, form of Gov’t (Diocese)—wrong foundation.

C. Proper Law

1. Constitution is organic law of United States

2. Bible is Law of Church— Jas. 1: 25, “Perfect Law of Liberty”

3. 2 Tim. 3: 16-17

4. Koran, Book of Mormon, Articles of Religion, Confession of Faith, Disciplines, church manuals or creeds of men are wrong law!

D. Proper Method of Becoming Members

1. Plan of Salvation—(CHART 6)
a. Hear the Word of God)

b. Believe Jesus is the Son of God 

c. Confess Jesus is the Son of God 

d. Repent of your sins 

e. Become baptized to wash away your sins 

f. Added to The Church—Acts 2:47, “And the Lord added to the church day by day those that were saved.” (KJV)
2. Cannot “join” church—God’s Family; born into it—
John 3: 5, “Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God!”

a. Eliminates phrase, “going to church”

E. Proper Organization

1. Elders and Deacons—Acts 14: 23; 20:17, 28 

2.  1 Tim. 3: 1-13 

a. Eliminates presiding elders

b. Arch Bishops

c. Popes

d. Presidents

3. Work done through church—Eph. 3: 19-21 

a. Eliminates missionary societies

b. Orphanages

c. Retirement homes

d. Christian schools, etc.

F. Proper Form of Worship

1. Prayer—Acts 2: 42, “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers.”

2. Singing—Eph. 5: 19, “speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord”  (No Instruments)

3. Contribution—1 Cor. 16: 1-2  
a. No Pancake breakfasts, Car Washes, Bingo Night

4. Lord’s Supper—Acts 20:7, “And upon the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread.”
a. Not Wednesday, Saturday, Monthly, Quarterly, etc.

b. Every First Day= Every Sunday

5. Preaching God’s Word—

a. 1 Cor. 1: 17, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not in wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made void.”
b. Rom. 10: 14-17 

c. Eliminates—Motivational speeches and opinions.

Conclusion

1. There is but one church.

2. The Church is the body of Christ.

3. The church is made up of people who are saved.

4. Parable/ Tares Explained—Matt. 13: 36-40 (READ)
a. Denom. are the Tares.

b. They will be uprooted and burned in the Second Coming

Hear the Word of God (Rom. 10:17)

Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8: 24)

Confess Jesus is the Son of God (Rom. 10: 9-10)

Repent of your sins (Acts 2: 38)

Become baptized to wash away your sins (Acts 22:16)
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