Nearsighted Christians

Text—2 Pet. 1: 9

Intro. Living in the present

A. Live for Today

1. Yesterday is gone, can’t change the past

2. Tomorrow hasn’t arrived and may not

3. All we have is now

a. Jas. 4: 13-16

b. 2 Cor. 6: 2, “Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation”
B. Some Christians prefer to “Live in The Moment”

1. Don’t see consequences of actions later on

2. Act without thinking ahead—Leap before you look

3. Nearsighted—
a.      Define nearsighted

i. seeing distinctly at a short distance only; myopic

ii. Shortsighted
I. Old Testament Examples

A. Esau Selling Birthright—Gen. 25: 27-34

1. Weary, wanted food

2. Thought to die, gave it up quickly for a bowl of stew

3. Nearsighted, he lost…

a. Double Portion of Goods—Deut. 21: 17

b. Blessing given to Jacob—Gen. 27: 28-29

c. His blessing?—Vs. 38-40

d. Right to be ancestor of Christ—Gen. 26: 4

e. Name mentioned numerous times where Jacob’s is.

b. Achan’s Sin—City of Jericho
1. God’s demand—Josh. 6: 17-18

2. Nearsighted Israel’s Trespass—vs.7: 1, 4-5, 11
3. Finding the problem—vs.16-19

4. Cost Achan his life plus his family and livestock—vs. 25

c. Disobedience of Saul—1 Sam. 15: 1-21

1. Saul transgressed twice before

a. Unlawful Sacrifice—1 Sam. 13: 9-12

b. Rash Oath, no food ‘till victory—1 Sam. 14: 24

2. Third Chance to redeem self

a. Command—vs. 3

b. Result—vs. 7-9

c. His defense—vs. 13-5, 20-21

3. Nearsighted cost him the kingdom, rejected as King (vs. 22-28)

II. New Testament Examples

A. Anaias and Sapphira—Acts 5: 1-11

1. People sold possessions/distribute wealth—Acts 4: 32-37

a. People came to Jerusalem to hear gospel

b. No one went home, all stayed
c. Lack of money, food and resources

2. Anaias and Sapphira did likewise but planned deceit—5: 1-5

a. Not wrong to hold back money for themselves

b. It was theirs to begin with.

c. But told Apostles that money given was TOTAL amount.

3. Nearsighted cost them both their lives

B. Simon The Sorcerer—Acts 8: 5-25

1. Obeyed gospel—Acts 8: 5-13

2. Nearsighted by purchase gift—vs. 17-21

3. Repented—vs. 22-24

C. Church in Corinth—1 Cor. 11: 20-34

1. Division over Lord’s Supper—vs. 20-22 (Nearsighted)

2. Paul reminds purpose of Supper—vs. 23-26

3. Examine self to eat worthily—vs. 27-28

III. Signs of Nearsightedness for us

A. Fail to study Bible—2 Tim. 2: 15, “Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.”
1. Not Solid Food—Heb. 5: 12-13

2. “Smells like a bible”

3. Not only preacher’s responsibility

B. Neglect Assembly—Heb. 10: 24-25

1. Once a week is sufficient
2. No authority for evening service

C. Failure to Pray—1 Thess. 5: 17-18

1. Pray like the Pharisees—Matt. 6: 5-7

2. Lamp of Body—Matt. 6: 22-23

D. Seeing others’ faults instead of own—Matt. 7: 1-5

E. Returning evil for evil—Matt. 6: 14-15; Rom. 12: 17-21

F. Not loving brethren—
1 Jn. 2: 11, “But he that hates his brother is in darkness, and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”

1 Jn. 4: 20, “If someone says, ‘I love God’, and hates his brother, he is a liar: for he that does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen.”

G. Center on Worldly things—1 Jn. 2: 15-17

H. Backsliding (Culmination of others)—1 Tim. 4: 1-2; 2 Tim. 4: 3-4;

Gal. 5: 4

Conclusion


The remedy—2 Pet. 1: 5-7

