Sitting in Moses’ Seat

Text—Matt. 23: 1-12

Introduction—No Collar Required

A. Wrong idea about preaching

1. Seminary School

2. Degree: Doctorate of Divinity

3. Title—Reverend, Father, Pastor, etc.

B. Jesus condemned titles and those who exalted themselves

C. Tonight we look at the Pharisees and compare to those today

I. Moses’ Seat—vs. 1-4

A. Not an actual seat but more of a focal point for all to gather.

1. Moses received the law from God on stone tablets.

a. All eyes were on him as he descend the mountain (Ex. 34: 30-35)

2. When Ezra read the law, clearly seen (Neh. 8: 1-4)

B. Pharisees make it a position of greatness.

1. Center of attention—vs. 2

2. About what they say not necessarily what God says (Matt. 15: 7-9)

3. Don’t practice what they preach—vs. 3-4

a. Married man goes out of town, finds a woman to entertain, then preaches that night about the sins of adultery.

b. Sins of the body, smokes and drinks

c. Sin of gambling, buys lottery ticket (for the kids!!!)

II. Seen of Men—vs. 5-7

A. “All their works”

1. Matt. 6—Big Three!

a. Giving alms—vs. 2 

i. Announce arrival, amount

ii. Newspapers, etc.

b. Prayer—vs. 5

i. Parable of P & P—Lk. 18: 11-12

ii. Much words—Matt. 6: 7

iii. Best prayer—“You know what we want, give us what we need.”

c. Fasting—vs. 16

i. Look for pity

ii. Show admiration, doing Lord’s work

2. Do in secret, “Father who seeth in secret shall recompense thee.”

B. Phylacteries and Borders of Garments

1. Pictures of both

2. Deut. 11: 18,  “Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul; and ye shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be for frontlets between your eyes.

3. Borders—Deut. 22: 12, “Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the four borders of thy vesture, wherewith thou coverest thyself.

4. Purpose of each
a. Memory verses, favorite passages, etc.

b. Shows much studying
c. Importance of man
C. Chief seats and Salutations

1. Best seats—vs. 6

a. Best seat in restaurant

b. Seated at the “Captain’s table”

c. Worship—show pictures

d. To be seen of men

2. Salutations—vs. 7

a. Not just “Hello”

b. Greetings Father Flannigan, Bishop O’Malley

c. Hope to have greet back to feel important

d. To be seen of men

e. Matthew Henry Commentary…

"They loved greetings in the markets, loved to have people put off their hats to them, and show them respect when they met them in the streets. O how it pleased them, and fed their vain humour,…—'to be pointed out, and to have it said, This be he,' to have way made for them in the crowd of market people; 'Stand off, here is a Pharisee coming!' and to be complimented with the high and pompous title of 'Rabbi, Rabbi!' This was meat and drink and dainties to them; and they took as great a satisfaction in it as Nebuchadnezzar did in his palace, when he said, 'Is not this great Babylon that I have built?' …that the Jewish teachers, the masters of Israel, had assumed the title of 'Rabbi', 'Rab', or 'Rabban', which signifies 'great' or 'much'; and was construed as 'Doctor', or 'My lord'. And they laid such a stress upon it, that they gave it for a maxim that 'he who salutes his teacher, and does not call him Rabbi, provokes the divine Majesty to depart from Israel;' so much religion did they place in that which was but a piece of good manners! …

(2.) He (Jesus) cautions his disciples against being herein like them; herein they must not do after their works; 'But be not ye called so, for ye shall not be of such a spirit,' v. 8, etc." (Complete Commentary on the Bible).

III. Rabbi and Father—vs. 8-9

A. Use of title-elevates one over the rest

1. Quote from a Catholic Priest,  “Yes I know Matthew 23: 9, seems to condemn calling me "Father", but you are not able to understand the Bible like I do.”

2. Matt. 13: 15, 19; 15: 13-14

3. By faith…Heb. 11: 3

4. “Born Again” Christian, next level over other Christians; Jn. 3: 3-5

B. A warning to us

1. Despised and polluted—Mal. 1: 6-8

2. Matt. 23: 13ff—Many Woes unto the Scribes and Pharisees

3. Jas. 3: 1, “Be not many `of you' teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shall receive heavier judgment.”

IV. Greatest Among You—vs. 10-12

A. Problem among the disciples

1. Little children-- Matt. 18: 1-4

2. Even during the Last Supper—Lk. 22: 24-30

B. Humble yourselves—vs. 12

1. Jesus said, Lk. 14: 7-11

2. Mk. 10: 42-45
Conclusion

A. Reverend used once—Ps. 111: 9, “He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.” (KJV)  Some translations say, “Awesome”

B. Jas. 2: 1-4

1. Give no regard to them with titles

2. Give no reason to be lauded as something greater
