Who's In Charge?

Text—3 Jn. 9-11

Introduction

A. Who runs the show?

1. Too many people want one in charge

2. Preacher, let him make all decisions

3. Elders, they control the congregation

4. Focus on wrong person, discuss further.

I. Character Study: Diotrephes (3 Jn. 9-10)
A. An Un-leader is An Un-Servant

1. Who was Diotrephes?

a. Preacher? Teacher? Elder?  Unknown!

b. Loved the preeminence (to be first)—vs. 9a

2. Preeminent—having paramount rank, dignity, or importance; superiority

a. Thought himself above others




b. Did not receive certain individuals. 
3. Jesus said—

a. First is last—Mk. 9: 35, “And he sat down, and called the twelve; and he saith unto them, If any man would be first, he shall be last of all, and servant of all.”
b. Humble—Matt. 18: 4, “Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
c. Servant—Matt. 20: 26-28

4. Christian Leadership is giving your best without having to be first

a. Give of your self—2 Cor. 8: 5

I. Give time to be at worship (Show up)

ii. Give time to participate (Not audience)

iii. Give time to study the scripture (inner man) 2 Cor. 4: 16

b. Put others’ needs first

I. Monetary

ii. Encouragement—Heb. 10: 25

iii. Prayers—

1 Thess. 5: 25, “pray for us”

2 Thess. 1: 11, “we pray for you”

(Jas. 5: 16) “Confess therefore your sins one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its working.”
B. An Un-leader is Un-teachable—vs. 9b

1. Claims to be the authority—“does not receive us”

a. Not good enough in his eyes.

b. Jesus said, Matt. 15: 7-9

c. Peter said, Acts 5: 27-29

d. Paul said, Col. 2: 8

2. Apostle inspired by God

a. Paul—1 Cor. 2: 10, 13-16

b. 2 Tim. 3: 16-17

3. Heaven is for “Grown Ups”

a. 2 Pet. 3: 18, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and forever.”
b. Heb. 5: 12-14 (vs. 13)

C.  An Un-leader is Unjust—vs. 10b

1. “Malicious words”

a. Gossip and busybodies—1 Tim. 5: 11-13

b. Wisdom from Proverbs

Prov. 10:20, “The tongue of the righteous is as choice silver: The heart of the wicked is little worth.”

Prov. 15: 2, “The tongue of the wise uttereth knowledge aright; But the mouth of fools poureth out folly”

Prov. 17: 20, “He that hath a wayward heart findeth no good; And he that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mischief.”

Prov. 21: 23, “Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue Keepeth his soul from troubles.
c. Rom. 1: 28-32

d. Spirit of the antichrist

I. Not of us—1 Jn. 2: 18-20

ii. Jesus—Lk. 10: 16

D. An Un-leader is Un-hospitable (inhospitable)—vs. 10c

1. Asked in class if Christians were more hospitable than in Bible times.

a. Less due to accommodations, hotel, vehicles

b. Less due to fear of strangers.

c. Definition of Hospitality—The friendly treating of guests and strangers; an act or show of welcome.
i.  Something simple as greeting at church building





ii. Offering a bible study, etc.

2. Diotrephes—

a. Refused those who were sent by John

b. Banned others to receive them

c. Church of Diotrephes, not church of Christ

3. Heb. 10: 34, compassion, “For ye both had compassion on them that were in bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of you possessions, knowing that ye have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one.”
4. Jesus said, Matt. 25: 34-40 (vs. 40)

5. Gaius commended for his hospitality—vs. 5-6
II. Paul's warnings to brethren


A. To the church in Ephesus—Acts 20: 26-30

1. vs. 27, taught them everything

2. vs. 28 explained who's church it was

3. vs. 29, False teachers

4. vs. 30, brethren (while the cat's away...)



B. To Timothy

1. Hold fast—2 Tim. 1: 13

2. Guard against—1 Tim. 6: 20-21; 2 Tim. 4: 2-4

3. Commit to Faithful men—2 Tim. 2: 2

C. To Thessalonica

1. 1 Thess. 2: 3-6

2. 2 Thess. 3: 3-6

III.  Who's really in Charge?


A. Jesus—Matt. 28: 18; Acts 4: 12



B. Apostles—Acts 2: 42



C. God's Word—2 Tim. 3: 16-17; Heb. 4: 12

Conclusion


Who is in charge of your life?



Who is in charge of your local congregation?
