WINE BLESSING & A CURSE
Personal Story:
Young Man & his Girlfriend go for a walk late at night next to a street where the speed limit is about 30-35 MPH
They Decide to cross the street

Suddenly a car comes upon them out of no where  
Man instinctively pushes her girlfriend of the way – boy dies, girl loses her leg

Car didn’t have its lights on & speeding & driver left the scene of the accident 
Underage drinking 18 years old – given Alcohol by his 21 yr old girlfriend

Affects 4 families directly

Boy gets 8 years – his girlfriend gets 1 year in prison
ALCOHOL WAS A CURSE TO THESE 4 FAMILIES
TEXT:  Isaiah 5:22; Deuteronomy 7:13
Isaiah 5:22 Woe to men mighty at drinking wine…
Deuteronomy 7:13 
13 And He will love you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your land, your grain and your new wine and your oil, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flock, in the land of which He swore to your fathers to give you.

WHY IS THE WINE CONSIDERED A BLESSING & A CURSE?

It’s assumed it is because of QUANTITY OF ALCOHOL consumed is the only difference MODERATE IS A BLESSING & DRUNKENESS A CURSE, BUT IS IT?

There is BIASNESS ON THIS SUBJECT MOST PEOPLE DRINK ALCOHOL & WANT TO

1.  Meeting people for 1st time they might let’s go grab a beer

BACKGROUND:

1.  Definition of the term WINE has changed over time


a.  Currently means fermented Grape Juice - ALCOHOL


b.  1955 some dictionaries defined it as WINE & WATER


c.  1800 some dictionaries defined it as GRAPE JUICE OR ALCOHOL

2.  Bible has several different HEBREW (9 or 10) AND GREEKS ( 6 ) Terms BUT ESSENTIAL ONLY ONE ENGLISH WORD USED…WINE OR NEW WINE in bible translations…






1 exception grape juice - NKJV OR liquor of Grapes – KJV
That seems odd to me IF THE WINE OR NEW WINE ALWAYS REFERS TO ALCOHOL – WHY ARE THERE SO MANY DIFFERENT TERMS? 







It’s not talking about wines from different areas of the world; such Italy or Greece

a. Word Wine is Sometimes considered a GENERIC (or catch-all) term



1. Different stages of grape juice can be in

b.  We Can tell that Based on Context and the original definitions



1.  Word of Caution – there are many Bible dictionaries that don’t give this range of definitions BUT 





there are some good ones that have a good reputation that do




(such as:  Vine’s Dictionary & Brown Driver & Briggs, Strong’s & Young’s Concordances)




    a.  One may not recognize some of the terms which mean just grape juice:  mead, must, liquor (juice)
BASICALLY 5 DIFFERENT STATES OF GRAPE JUICE:  

(grape juice, alcohol, water & juice, water & alcohol and vinegar)
I. WHY IS WINE CONSIDERED A BLESSING?
1.  WHEN IT IS USED FOR FOOD (Alcohol is NOT functional food but grape juice is)

a.  Genesis 27:27-28, 37 (Isaac Blessing His Son Jacob) 
27 And he came near and kissed him… and blessed him and said: …
28 … may God give you Of the dew of heaven, Of the fatness of the earth, And plenty of grain and wine (Tirosh - Hebrew).  37 Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, "Indeed I have made him your master, and all his brethren I have given to him as servants; with grain and wine (Tirosh) I have sustained him. 
in same context verse 25 uses yayin (Hebrew) for word wine (can be used generically for grape juice)

b.  Deuteronomy 7:13 If Israel keeps the commands of God, then will be Blessed
13 And He will love you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your land, your grain and your new wine (Tirosh) and your oil, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flock, in the land of which He swore to your fathers to give you.

c.  Deuteronomy 11:14-15 If Israel Loves God with their all they will Be filled
14 then I will give you the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, your new wine (Tirosh), and your oil.

15 And I will send grass in your fields for your livestock, that you may eat and be filled.'
2.  WHEN OFFERRED TO GOD AS A SACRIFICE


a.  Probably offered as Grape Juice, most of the time, translated word used is “New Wine” – ex.  Num. 18:12


b.  Definition of Tirosh usually means Grape Juice 


c. Fresh Grape Juice line up best with their sacrifices – unleaven bread, best meats, first fruits etc.


(Alcoholic wine has to be manipulated & takes some time to turn into alcohol - like weeks)

3.  SYMBOL OF SPIRITUAL BLESSING


a.  Isaiah 55:1 (God’s invitation to come to Him)
1 "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine (yayin) and milk Without money and without price.
4.  MEDICAL REASONS


a.  1 Timothy 5:23 Timothy had to be told to take wine for his physical issues, implies Christians stayed away from 








alcohol

23 No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent infirmities.

b.  Article on wine can kills bacteria (alcohol)

c.  Widely thought alcoholic wine is good for the body BUT grape is generally better without the consequences

II.  WHY IS WINE CONSIDERED A CURSE?
WHAT EXACTLY IS ALCOHOL? 
1.  It’s Restricted Legalized Drug – Its regulated because of the dangers of using it

2.  It is Ethyl Alcohol (or Ethanol)


a.  It’s considered weak toxin or poison 


b.  It has an addictive nature



c.  Depressant – it slows down the central nervous system



d.  It impairs sensory, motor function and judgment  


e.  It has cumulative effects
3.  It has a nasty taste – Most people have to learn to like it…its addictive nature helps with that – ex. Coffee
4.  Generally it affects most of the major organs negatively and quickly – gets in blood stream quickly 

5.  Dehydrating  







THESE ARE FACTS!!!    NOT DISPUTABLE

Bible Events occurred mostly In the middle east it can be hot & dry there – like 90+ degrees
Based on these facts, Why would anyone think that alcohol would be the drink of choice for those conditions?

Why would people think this is a blessing when alcohol generally destroys the body?

Its against God’s nature give you something that would destroy yourself – 1 Corinthians 6:20
 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.
1.  WHEN USED TO GET DRUNK – No One Disputes that the bible condemns this

A.  Potential to become an alcoholic with one drink – 5%
2.  WHAT ABOUT SOCIAL DRINKING OF ALCOHOL?


A.  Galatians 5:21 Works of the Flesh drunkeness, revelries and SUCH LIKE won’t go to heaven
21…drunkeness, revellings, and such like…they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
  




































KJV


B.  1 Peter 4:3 adds drinking parties
3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles--when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.


3 difference type of social settings – suggests drinking socially is wrong 
WOULD JESUS REALLY MAKE ALCOHOL TO DRINK FOR SOCIAL REASONS?

John 2:6-10
6 Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.

7 Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim.

8 And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it.

9 When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.

10 And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have
    well drunk, then that which is inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!"
JESUS NEEDED TO BE SINLESS, IF

THIS WAS ALCOHOL AND THE PEOPLE HAD WELL DRUNK, THEN

HE WOULD HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF SIN OR BE GUILTY OF TEMPTING THEM TO SIN 
James 1:13 says that God doesn’t tempt people to sin
3.  INFLUENCE


A.  Causes People to do things they wouldn’t normally do



1.  Ex. Of Lot and his 2 daughters – Genesis 19:32-35 Sin of Drunkness & Incest
32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve the lineage of our father." 33 So they made their father drink wine that night. And the firstborn went in and lay with her father, and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.

34 It happened on the next day that the firstborn said to the younger, "Indeed I lay with my father last night; let us make him drink wine tonight also, and you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve the lineage of our father." 35 Then they made their father drink wine that night also… 


2.  Don’t cause your brother to sin – Romans 14:21
21 It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is 
     offended or is made weak.
4.  SELF-CONTROL (1 Peter 1:6)

A.  Wine associated with Violence – Proverbs 4:14-17
14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the way of evil.  15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass on.

16 For they do not sleep unless they have done evil; And their sleep is taken away unless they make someone fall.  17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, And drink the wine of violence.
Proverbs 20:1 
Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, And whoever is led astray by it is not wise. 


B. Used for evil –CAUSES YOU DO THINGS YOU WOULDN’T NORMALLY DO

 Hab. 2:15-16 (by the Babylonians)
15 "Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbor, Pressing him to your bottle, Even to make him drunk, That you may look on his nakedness!  (progression of thought here urge to drink & get drunk)
16 You are filled with shame instead of glory. You also--drink! And be exposed as uncircumcised! The cup of the Lord's right hand will be turned against you, And utter shame will be on your glory.
5.  SOBER MINDED  (Titus 2:12)

A.  Error in judgment – Isaiah 28:7-8

7 But they also have erred through wine, And through intoxicating drink are out of the way; The priest and the prophet have erred through intoxicating drink, They are swallowed up by wine, They are out of the way through intoxicating drink; They err in vision, they stumble in judgment.


B.  Deceiving Nature – of wine Proverbs 20:1

1 Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, And whoever is led astray by it is not wise 

Proverbs 23:29-35
29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaints? 
     Who has wounds without cause? …
30 Those who linger long at the wine, Those who go in search of mixed wine.

31 Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly;

32 At the last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper.

33 Your eyes will see strange things, And your heart will utter perverse things.

34 Yes, you will be like one who lies down …  35 "They have struck me, but I was not hurt; 
     They have beaten me, but I did not feel it. When shall I awake, that I may seek another drink?"

C.
Need a clear head -  Proverbs 31:4-5 

4 … It is not for kings to drink wine, Nor for princes intoxicating drink;

5  Lest they drink and forget the law, And pervert the justice of all the afflicted.
REASONS WE SHOULD NOT USE ALCOHOL BECAUSE IT TENDS TO CAUSE PEOPLE TO SIN
IF YOU HAVE ANY DOUBTS ON THIS SUBJECT THEN YOU SHOULD REFRAIN FROM DRINKING ALCOHOL

ROMANS 14:23 what ever is not of faith is sin.
1 Thessalonians 5:22  Abstain from all appearance of evil.
2 Corinthians 8:21 providing honorable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.
